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ACADEMIC WRITING FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS OF PHILOSOPHY (ONLINE IN FALL 

TERM) 

2020-21  COURSE SYLLABUS  

Aims of the Course 

The aim of this course is to help you further develop as a writer within the English speaking academic 
community by raising awareness of, practicing, and reflecting upon the conventions of written texts. In 
addition to addressing issues related to academic writing, the course will also focus on the other skills you 
will need to complete your graduate level work in English. 

During the course, you will:  

• become more familiar with the genres of and enhance the skills related to critique-based and 
argumentative writing. 

• acquire a better awareness of and ability to use effectively the discourse patterns of academic 
English. 

• improve your critical writing skills. 

• have the opportunity to develop your writing process through generating ideas, drafting, peer 
evaluation and individual writing consultations. 

• learn to take into consideration the expectations of your readership with regard to academic English 
discourse conventions. 

• learn to incorporate the work of other authors into your own writing within the requirements of 
English academic practice. 

• develop your revising and editing skills. 

• gain confidence in expressing yourself in both spoken and written English, through in-class writing 
and speaking, homework and consultations. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course, you should be able to: 

• identify the typical components and features of various genres in the discipline. 

• structure an academic paper at the macro and micro level. 

• think and write more clearly and incisively. 

• have a variety of skills and approaches to draw upon when writing academic papers. 

• target the various audiences academics write for, and understand the expectations of these audiences. 

• properly incorporate the work of other authors into your own writing. 

• understand the CEU policy towards plagiarism. 

• edit and refine your own written work. 

 

Evaluation 

This is a 2 US credit (12 sessions) course taken over the Fall and Winter terms. (Two-Year MA students 
take the Fall term courses in the first year, and the Winter components in their second year.) Attendance is 
mandatory, and as this is a seminar you will be expected to fully contribute to each session. During the first 
semester you will be required to have mandatory consultations on two different pieces of writing on two 
separate occasions: (1) a critique that you will begin working on during the first week; and (2) a paper you 
have to submit for a departmental course (two consultations in total at least). For each piece you will receive 
qualitative comments during consultation which are intended to help you to improve your writing. In 
addition to these two mandatory consultations, you may consult with me or any other member of the CAW 
as often as you wish on other assignments, up to and including your thesis. As academic writing is a required 
support course (to help you with other courses) it is graded PASS/FAIL and so will not affect your GPA. 
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Homework and Follow-up Readings 

Most of the reading and in-class materials you need for this course will be uploaded to Moodle. Be sure to 
have access to it each time we meet. Nearly every seminar also requires some preparation at home. 
Following each seminar there is a list of follow-up readings for that seminar, as well as homework for the 
next one. It is very important that you complete these assignments beforehand. 

This online course will comprise of one 50 minute session per week, plus continuous written assignments 
in the form of notes and reflective learning journal entries. For details please see Moodle for each class. 

 

SYLLABUS 
FALL TERM: (1.5 credits) 

1. Course Introduction  

2. From Critical Reading to Critical Writing 

3. Critical Writing in Philosophy: Genre Analysis 

4. Peer Evaluation Workshop  

5. How Philosophers Use Sources: Voice, When to Quote, How to Paraphrase, How to Avoid 
Plagiarism  

6. Giving an Effective Presentation (+ Essay Writing Processes and Strategies) 

7. Constructing a Philosophy Essay I: Structuring the Essay, Titles, Abstracts, and Introductions  

8. Constructing a Philosophy Essay II: Meta-discourse and Conclusions (24 Sept.) 

******************** 

9. Thesis Writing: The Working Title, Draft Abstract, and Planning the Thesis  

 

WINTER TERM: (0.5 credits) 

10-12: THESIS Writing 

Aim of the Course 

The aim of this short course is to help you to plan and write your MA thesis. 

Learning Outcomes 

By the end of this course you should be able to: 

• write an effective thesis proposal; 

• structure a thesis at the macro level; 

• understand the departmental thesis guidelines; 

• overcome writer’s block; and 

• prepare an effective thesis defense. 

Evaluation 

Attendance is mandatory, and as this is a seminar you will be expected to fully contribute to each 
session. You also need to consult with me on the thesis proposal you submit in January. As thesis 
writing is a required support course (to help you with other courses) it is graded PASS/FAIL and 
so will not affect your GPA. 

Additional Information: 

Mandatory for all students writing their MA Thesis this academic year. 
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