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Boundaries of the Mind 

Katalin Farkas 

2 (4 ECTS) credits 

2020/21 Fall term. Tuesday 13:30-15:10 

Mode of teaching: ONLINE 

 

Elective MA course. The course is also open for PhD students. Non-philosophy students with 

some background in philosophy are welcome, but please consult the instructor before signing up. 

 

Overview: The subject of mental processes or mental states is usually assumed to be an 

individual, and hence the boundaries of mental features – in a strict or metaphorical sense – are 

naturally regarded as reaching no further than the boundaries of the individual. This course 

addresses various philosophical developments in the 20th- and 21st century that questioned this 

natural assumption. We will frame this discussion by first investigating a historically influential 

commitment to the individualistic nature of the mental in Descartes's theory. We will identify 

various elements in the Cartesian conception of the mind that were subsequently criticized and 

rejected by various externalist theories, advocates of the extended mind hypothesis and defenders 

of embodied cognition. Then we will analyse the main trends in these critiques. The goal of this 

course is to make students familiar with the philosophical debates of the 20-21st century 

surrounding the boundaries of the mind. 

 

Learning outcomes. Students will become familiar with the philosophical debates of the 20-21st 

century surrounding the boundaries of the mind. Through the discussion and evaluation of 

readings, they will further develop their analytic, reading and critical skills. Through critical 

reflection on arguments and positions, they will develop their ability to formulate their own 

positions, and will take a step towards offering original contributions to philosophical debates. 

Students who are interested in in depth-engagement with this area of the philosophy of mind or 

related fields for their thesis work or further graduate studies will acquire  background to support 

their research. 

 

Week-by-week. 

• Each week, two recorded lectures with accompanying handouts (of approx. 15-20 

minutes each) will be shared with the students, providing an introduction to the main 

topic of the week.  

• Students read the set reading(s) after listening to the lecture. 

• Students are encouraged to make a 1 page summary of the paper. Each week, at least one 

student prepares a summary and shares it with the class ahead of the weekly zoom 

meeting (the first summary is prepared by the instructor. The weekly deadline will be set 

once we have a schedule for the zoom meeting). 

• The readings will be accompanied by a set of questions. 

• In the weekly zoom meeting, we will use the breakout room function to split into small 

groups of 2 or 3, and each group discusses one of the questions. Then we reconvene and 

the small groups report back on the result of the discussion.   

 

1. Introduction 

Reading 



2 

• Carel, H., Ratcliffe, M., & Froese, T. (2020). Reflecting on experiences of social 

distancing. The Lancet, 396(10244), 87-88. 

Recommended reading (for the whole course): 

• Farkas, Katalin 2019: ‟“The Boundaries of the Mind” in Amy Kind (ed.) Philosophy of 

Mind in the Twentieth and Twenty-first Centuries,  Routledge pp, 256-279 

 

2. Content externalism.  Twin Earth argument. The semantic tradition. Proper names 

Reading: 

• Putnam, Hilary (1970). Is semantics possible? Metaphilosophy 1 (3):187–201.  Except for 

the section on Katzʼs theory of meaning, pp 192-195 

 

3. Reductionist views of content, teleosemantics. Two-dimensional views of content. 

Reading: 

• Ruth Millikan, 1989, “Biosemantics”, in Journal of Philosophy, 86: 281–97. 

 

4. Disjunctivism. 

Reading:  

• McDowell, John (1986) "Singular Thought and the Extent of Inner Space". reprinted in 

McDowell 1998 Meaning, Knowledge and Reality. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 

Press, pp 228-259. 

 

5. What is externalism? Privileged access. 

Reading: 

• McKinsey, Michael (1991). Anti-individualism and privileged access. Analysis 51 (1):9-

16. 

• Brueckner, Anthony L. (1992). What an anti-individualist knows A Priori. Analysis 52 

(2):111-18. 

Recommended reading:  

• Farkas, Katalin (2003). What is externalism? Philosophical Studies 112 (3):187-208. 

 

6. Extended Mind 

• Sprevak, Mark (2009). “Extended cognition and functionalism”, Journal of Philosophy, 

106(9): 503–527 

Recommended: 

• Clark, Andy and David Chalmers (1998). “The Extended Mind” Analysis, 58, pp. 7-19 

 

7. Does consciousness extend? 

Reading:  

• Chalmers, David (2019). Extended Cognition and Extended Consciousness. In Matteo 

Colombo, Elizabeth Irvine & Mog Stapleton (eds.), Andy Clark and his Critics. Oxford 

University Press 

Recommended: 

• Farkas, Katalin (2019) “Extended mental features” In Matteo Colombo, Elizabeth Irvine 

& Mog Stapleton (eds.), Andy Clark and his Critics. Oxford University Press. pp. 44-55 

 

8. Situated cognition: varieties 

Reading: 

• Hurley, Susan (2001). Perception and action: Alternative views. Synthese 129 (1):3-40. 

Recommended reading:  
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• Wilson, Margaret (2002) “Six views of embodied cognition” Psychonomic Bulletin and 

Review 9: 625–636 

 

9. Embodiment 

Reading: 

• Cosmelli, Diego and Evan Thompson (2011). “Brain in a Vat or Body in a World: 

Brainbound versus Enactive Views of Experience,” Philosophical Topics 39: 163-180 

 

10. Enactive views 

Reading: 

• Noë, Alva (2005). Chapter 3 of Action in Perception. MIT Press. 

 

11. Embodiment and social cognition 

Reading: 

• Goldman, Alvin & de Vignemont, Frederique (2009). Is social cognition embodied? 

Trends in Cognitive Sciences 13 (4):154-159. 

 

12. Summary 

 

Conditions for passing the course: 

• For credit and for audit: at least two 1-page reading summaries submitted throughout the 

term, ahead of the class. At least one reading summary each week is shared with the other 

students ahead of the class. These summaries are not graded. The first is prepared by the 

instructor. 

• For credit and for audit: conscientious attendance, reading of the assigned material, 

participation in discussions; 

• For credit: a 2000-2500 word term paper, to be submitted by the end of the term, on a 

suitable topic related to the course. Students are asked to submit a(n at least) 1-page plan 

of their essay by the 5th of November. 

 


