
Syllabus 

 

Name of the course: Thinking and being: an introduction into Hegel’s philosophy 

Instructor: Ferenc Huoranszki  

Number of credits: 2 credits; ECTS: 4 

Semester: 2022, Winter,  

Time and location: 15:40–17.20, D-108 

Course level: MA, elective course 

Prerequisite: none  

Teaching format: Seminar 

 

Brief description: Contemporary analytic philosophy draws a sharp distinction between understanding how the 

world is (metaphysics) and how we can gain knowledge about it (epistemology). For Hegel, these two questions 

cannot be severed. Philosophy aims to uncover the rational structure of the world through investigating how the 

world is represented by concepts, judgments, and inferences. This course is an attempt to re-evaluate Hegel’s 

metaphysics, which, despite Hegel’s mind-boggling style, has many interesting insights even for contemporary 

philosophers. The course does not attempt to defend Hegel on all fronts, its main purpose is to understand the 

importance of his legacy by a close reading of (some of) his texts. Some issues to be discussed: reason and 

reality; being and becoming; identity, difference, and contradiction; conceptual evolution and history; 

abstraction and concretization; teleology and the logic of life.  

 

Learning outcomes: Students attending this course are expected to familiarize themselves with the most 

important aspects of Hegel’s philosophy, especially his metaphysics and philosophy of logic. Students are 

expected to acquire the ability to reconstruct and analyze philosophical arguments or positions. These involve 

the understanding of validity and soundness of the arguments, the ability to identify background principles and 

assumptions as well as the ability to draw out the consequences of certain philosophical commitments. They are 

also expected to acquire certain oral communication skills such as the ability to formulate arguments concisely 

and accessibly in words, and to give short critical comments. They should also learn how to identify and execute 

an appropriate writing project. Finally, they should be familiarized with some of Hegel’s most important 

thoughts about some basic issues in metaphysics, such as being and becoming, identity, the nature of judgment, 

reason, and life. Learning outcomes shall be measured by term papers and oral presentations on the relevant 

topics.   

 

 

Assessment: Students’ performance shall be evaluated on the following grounds. First, students are required to 

attend classes regularly and to participate actively in seminar discussions. 30 % of their final grade shall be 

given on the basis of this in-class activity. Second, students are required to give one or two short presentations 

of some chosen topic(s). The choice of topic is optional, but overlap should be avoided. This will make up 

another 30 % of their final grade. Thirdly, students are required to submit an approximately 2 000 word long 

term-paper. The chosen topic should be approved by the instructor and presented in the last class of the course. 

The term paper’s contribution to the final assessment of students’ performance is 40 %.   

 

Deadline for submitting term-papers: April 15, 2022. 

 

 

Grading criteria: Students should be able to make comments on the texts they have read and respond to the 

presentations of other students. Their presentation must include the logical reconstruction of the main arguments 

of the relevant article/chapter and, possibly, critical remarks or questions for discussion. Students are also 

expected to prepare and distribute a maximum two-page long handout that they distribute before their 

presentation. The topic of the final essay can be either a careful critical reconstruction of a particular and 

important argument for some position discussed in the course; or a comparison between competing arguments 

about alternative solutions to a problem; or a defense of some particular position/argument against some 

relevant criticism. References can, but need not, go beyond the material included into the compulsory readings. 

  



Readings: We shall attempt to reconstruct Hegel’s main metaphysical views by reading chapters from his The 

Science of Logic (SL) and from Part 1 of Encyclopaedia of Philosophical Sciences (or Lesser Logic, LL). 

Topics with readings (per weeks): 

 

I. RATIONALITY, LOGIC AND METAPHYSICS 

1. Introductory: some sources of Hegel’s thoughts  

2. Rationality and reality (LL, par. 1-25) 

3. Logic and ontology (SL, Volume 1, Introduction and Book I, ‘With what must the beginning of science 

be made?’) 

 

II. FUNDAMENTAL ONTOLOGICAL CONCEPTS 

4. Being, nothing, becoming (SL, Volume 1, Book I, Section I, Chapter 1) 

5. Existence (SL, Volume 1, Book I, Section I, Chapter 2, A-B); Infinite existence (SL, Book I, Section I, 

Chapter 2, C) 

6. Being-for-itself (SL, Book I, Section I, Chapter 3) 

 

III. LOGIC: IDENTITY, CONCEPTS, JUDGMENT AND SYLLOGISM 

7. Identity, difference, and contradiction (SL, Volume 2, Section I, Chapter 2) 

8. Concepts and the structure of judgement (LL, par. 160-182) 

9. Syllogism (LL, par. 181-191) 

 

IV. MECHANISM, TELEOLOGY AND LIFE 

10. Laws, causation, and composition (SL, Volume 2, Section II, Chapter 1 and 2)  

11. Teleology (SL, Volume 2, Section II, Chapter 3) 

12. The logic of life (SL, Volume 2, Section III: The Idea, and Chapter 1) 

 

 

 

 


